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The Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004 

Regulation 9: 

Determinations of the Responsible Authority 

 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Statement, setting out the reasons for the 

determination, is attached for the following plan or programme: 

Biodiversity SPD 

 

The responsible authority is: 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit 

The responsible authority considers that the plan or programme is subject to Regulation 9(1) of the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, which requires the responsible 

authority to determine whether a SEA is necessary. 

 

DETERMINATION   √ 

The responsible authority has determined that: 

 

A SEA is required because the plan or programme sets the framework for future development consent 

of projects listed in Annex I or II to Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by Directive 7/11/ECa. 

 A SEA is required because the plan or programme has been determined to require an assessment 

pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive. 

 

 A SEA is required because the plan or programme is likely to have significant environmental effects. 

 

A SEA is not required because the plan or programme determines the use of a small area at local level, 

and is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 

 

A SEA is not required because the plan or programme is in elaboration of an existing plan or 

programme (and is therefore a minor modification to that plan or programme), and is unlikely to have 

significant environmental effects. 

 A SEA is not required because the plan or programme is a minor alteration or amendment to an 

existing plan or programme (and is therefore a minor modification to that plan or programme), and is 

unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 

 

 

 

 

√ 
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The plan or programme does not require a SEA under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004, for the reasons indicated above. However, we wish to carry out a SEA 

voluntarily. We accept that, as this SEA is voluntary, the statutory timescale for views from the 

Consultation Bodies cannot be guaranteed. 

 

A detailed final Screening Statement setting out the full reasons for the responsible authority’s determination 

is given in the attached Final Screening Statement. This determination is delegated to: 

 

Andrew Longley 

JPU Planning Manager 

 

Date:   27
th

 September 2010  
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF PLANS AND 

PROGRAMMES REGULATIONS 2004 

REGULATION 9 SCREENING DETERMINATION 

 

Biodiversity SPD 

 

Introduction 

European Union Directive 200142/EC requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment to be undertaken for 

certain types of plans or programmes that would have a significant environmental effect. It is for the Council 

to determine whether an SEA is required. The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 (the regulations) require that this is determined by a screening process, which should use a 

specified set of criteria (set out in Schedule 1 of the Regulations). The results of this process must be 

summarised in an SEA Screening Statement, which must be publicly available. 

Before the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit make a formal determination, there is a requirement 

to consult three statutory consultation bodies designated in the regulations (English Heritage, Environment 

Agency, Natural England) on whether an environmental assessment is required. 

This document is the Screening Determination of the need to carry out a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

for the North Northamptonshire Biodiversity SPD and is made in accordance with the regulations. 

Determination 

In accordance with Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations 2004 the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, 

as the responsible Authority, has determined that a SEA is not required because the plan is an elaboration of 

an existing plan or programme, as it is essentially a guidance document that summarises the main guidelines 

and principles, as set out by Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and the 

relevant local plans and is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. In making this determination the 

Council has had regard to Schedule 1 of the Regulations and carried out consultation with the consultation 

bodies. 

An assessment against Schedule 1 of Regulations and comments made by the Consultation bodies are set out 

below. 

This determination has been made on Wednesday 22nd September 2010. 

Further Information 

A copy of this statement will be sent to the Consultation Bodies and made available on the North 

Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit website at www.nnjpu.org.uk 

It will also be available on request at: 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Offices, 1 Exchange Court, Cottingham Road, Corby, NN17 1TY 

During normal office hours. 

If you require any further information then please contact Andrew Longley on 01536 274974 or by email to 

info@nnjpu.org.uk 
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Responses from the Consultation Bodies 

Before making a determination under Regulation 9, the following Consultation Bodies were consulted: 

• Natural England 

• Environment Agency 

• English Heritage 

The responses received are set out below. 

 

English Heritage Agree that there is no requirement for SEA, however note that 

EH may still need to provide advice and comment upon the 

content of the SPD at the consultation stage, in respect of the 

historic environment. 

Natural England Agree with the Joint Planning Unit’s opinion that the there is no 

requirement for SEA and acknowledge that this SPD is a 

guidance document that summarises the main guidelines and 

principles, as set out by Planning Policy Statement 9: 

Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and the relevant local 

plans. As such it does not present policies or proposals but 

expands on existing policies within the Adopted North 

Northamptonshire’s LDF Core Strategy which has already been 

subject to SEA/SA.  NE have made some comments on the 

contents of the SPD. 

Environment Agency Agree with the Joint Planning Unit’s opinion that the there is no 

requirement for SEA and that the environmental effects have 

been considered further up in the plan hierarchy. 
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF PLANS AND 

PROGRAMMES REGULATIONS 2004 

REGULATION 9 SCREENING STATEMENT 

 

Biodiversity SPD 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: 

 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit is currently producing a Biodiversity Supplementary Planning 

Document as part its Local Development Framework (LDF). Planning Authorities are required to produce a 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) in parallel with the development of these LDF documents. There is also a 

requirement to undertake Habitat Regulations Assessment to consider potential impacts on sites of European 

importance for Nature Conservation; this is being carried out separately. This report provides screening 

statement of the SA/SEA processes. 

 

 

 

2. SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCREENING STATEMENT: 

 

Sustainability Appraisal is a tool that is used to improve the sustainability of LDF documents. It uses a range of 

sustainability objectives and indicators to test whether the plans, policies and proposals are the best possible 

ones for delivering sustainable development. SA is a yardstick against which the social, environmental and 

economic effects of the plan can be tested. 

 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is mandatory under the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 for all 

Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents. These SA’s also need to fulfil the 

requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive. 

There are however exceptions to these requirements. It is the Joint Planning Unit’s view that Biodiversity SPD, 

is such an exception. To reach this conclusion the Joint Planning Unit screened the draft Biodiversity SPD 

against the requirements as set out in the SEA / SA regulations and guidance. 

This Sustainability Appraisal report documents this screening process and sets out the reasoning behind the 

‘Screening Opinion’.   
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3. KEY FACTS: 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit 

TITLE OF PLAN/PROGRAMME North Northamptonshire Biodiversity 

Supplementary Planning Document 

PLAN PURPOSE This document explains how biodiversity should 

be incorporated into the planning process to 

ensure that the requirements of policy and 

legislation are met. It is designed to be used by 

planning applicants and planning authority staff, 

and offers a standardised approach to be 

followed for all applications. The SPD is a 

summary of the main guidelines and principles, 

as set out by Planning Policy Statement 9: 

Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and the 

relevant local plans, and is to be used in 

conjunction with expert ecological assessment of 

the details of each specific case. 

WHAT PROMPTED PLAN  To assist developers in meeting national and 

local Biodiversity policy and legislation. 

PLAN SUBJECT Policies and legislation in relation to Biodiversity. 

PERIOD COVERED BY PLAN Until superceded 

FREQUENCY OF PLAN UPDATES On change of local or national policy 

PLAN AREA North Northamptonshire 

SUMMARY OF CONTENT Summation of Biodiversity national and local 

policy and legislation.  
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4.  GUIDANCE ON THE REQUIREMENT FOR STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT: 

 

Planning Authorities must conduct a Strategic Environmental Assessment of all DPDs & SPDs in accordance 

with the SEA directive (2001/42/EC). But there are circumstances when a SEA / SA is not required. The 

publications A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2005) ODPM & 

Sustainability Appraisal Of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents (2005) ODPM 

outline how plans should be ‘screened’ to determine whether the exceptions may apply. 

 The SEA Directive requires SEA for plans which (i) “determine the use of small areas at a local level” or which 

are (ii) “minor modifications” to plans, only when these are determined to be likely to cause significant 

environmental effects. 

In the past, SA was required for SPDs, but due to changes made to the planning system by the Planning Act 

2008 they no longer require SA.  However, this does not remove the requirement for SEA.  If an SPD is likely to 

have significant effects on the environment, an SEA will need to be carried out. 

The Joint Planning Unit considers that the Biodiversity SPD represents one of the cases to which the amended 

guidance refers. In coming to this conclusion the Joint Planning Unit has reviewed the criteria for determining 

the likely significance of effects as listed in SEA directive (2001/42/EC) Annex I (see below).  
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5.  CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT: 

Our determination regarding the likely significance of effects on the environment of North Northamptonshire 

Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document are set out in table 1. 

Table 1 – likely significance of effects on the environment 

TITLE OF PLAN/PROGRAMME 

North Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (covering Corby Borough Council, East 

Northamptonshire Council, Kettering Borough Council, Borough Council of Wellingborough) 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING 

THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF 

EFFECTS ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT (PARA NOS 

REFER TO SCHEDULE 1 OF THE 

REGULATIONS) 

LIKELY TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT 

EFFECTS ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT   

YES/NO 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

1 (a) Will the plan set a 

framework for projects and 

other activities, either with 

regard to the location, nature, 

size and operating conditions or 

by allocating resources? 

No N/A. Whilst the document will 

guide planning officers and 

applicants during the land use 

application process, it not does 

directly set the framework for 

projects or allocate resources. 

1 (b) Will the plan influence 

other plans and programmes 

including those in a hierarchy? 

No N/A. This document does not 

influence other plans and 

programmes but is rather as a 

result of them. 

1 (c) Does the plan have any 

relevance for the integration of 

environmental considerations 

in particular with a view to 

promoting sustainable 

development? 

No N/A. The document is aimed at 

bringing together relevant 

legislation surrounding 

biodiversity rather than directly 

promoting sustainable 

development. 

1 (d) Are there some 

environmental problems 

relevant to the plan? 

 

 

 

No N/A. 
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1 (e) Will the plan have any 

relevance for the 

implementation of Community 

legislation on the environment 

(for example, plans and 

programmes linked to waste 

management or water 

protection)? 

No N/A. The document is aimed at 

bringing together relevant 

legislation surrounding 

biodiversity rather than directly 

having relevance for other 

plans and programmes. 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING 

THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF 

EFFECTS ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT (PARA NOS 

REFER TO SCHEDULE 1 OF THE 

REGULATIONS) 

LIKELY TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT 

EFFECTS ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT   

YES/NO 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

2 (a) Will the environmental 

effects be significant when 

consideration is given to the 

probability, duration, frequency 

and reversibility? 

No N/A. 

2 (b) Will the effects be 

cumulative? 

No N/A. 

2 (c) Will the effects be 

transboundary in nature? 

No N/A. Whilst the document will 

guide planning officers and 

applicants during the land use 

application process across 

North Northamptonshire, it not 

does directly set the framework 

for projects or allocate 

resources. 

2 (d) Will the environmental 

effects be significant when 

consideration is given to the 

risks for human health or the 

environment (for example, due 

to accidents)? 

No N/A. 

2(e) Will the environmental 

effects be significant when 

consideration is given to the 

magnitude and spatial extent of 

the effects (geographical area 

and size of the population likely 

to be affected)? 

No N/A. 
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2 (f) Will the environmental 

effects be significant when 

consideration is given to the 

value and vulnerability of the 

area likely to be affected due 

to - (i) special natural 

characteristics or cultural 

heritage; (ii) exceeded 

environmental quality 

standards or limit values; or 

(iii) intensive land-use? 

No N/A. 

2 (g) Will the environmental 

effects be significant when 

consideration is given to the 

effects on areas or landscapes 

which have a recognised 

national, Community or 

international protection status? 

No N/A. The document does not 

directly set the framework for 

projects or allocate resources. 

 

 

6.  SUMMARY: 

SUMMARY 

The draft Biodiversity  SPD has not been subject to Sustainability Appraisal or Strategic 

Environmental Assessment because: 

The SPD is a guidance document that summarises  the main guidelines and principles, as set out by 

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and the relevant local plans 

 The SPD does not present policies or proposals, and serves only to expand on existing policies within 

North Northamptonshire’s LDF Core Strategy. These policies have already been subject to SEA / SA. 

It is therefore the Joint Planning Unit’s Screening Opinion that the SPD does not generate a risk of 

significant environmental, social or economic effects. 

 

 

 


